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NEW MINISTER FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION THANKS CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEERS

New Minister for Social Inclusion, Mark Butler, today thanked the hard working volunteers at the Anglicare Magdalene Centre and the Hutt Street Centre in Adelaide.

Volunteers at both centres are preparing for a busy festive period handing out donated presents, emergency food packages and organising a community Christmas lunch. 
 “Both the Hutt Street and Magdalene centres have a long and proud history of providing ongoing support and care to disadvantaged, isolated and marginalised people, families and communities in Adelaide,” Mr Butler said.

“Volunteering is a key part of supporting social inclusion in our community. Volunteers play such an important role in the community especially at this time of year, which is a happy time for many but is a real struggle for some.  

“We can forget that for some parents, it is difficult enough just to keep food on the table, let alone buy Christmas presents for the kids and that not everyone has the luxury of friends and family to share a Christmas lunch. 

 “The work of these volunteers is a wonderful example of Christmas spirit and the importance of connecting with your community.

“I would like to thank all of the volunteers for their hard work and generosity today, and over the Christmas period.”
Volunteers play a vital role across Australia, with more than 6 million Australians generously contributing their time, energy and expertise to volunteering. They are part of a broader effort that delivers 700 million hours of unpaid word each year, valued in monetary terms at nearly $15 billion per year. 

In recognition of the importance of volunteers and to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the International Year of Volunteers, the government recently released the National Volunteering Strategy. For more information see www.notforprofit.gov.au/volunteering.

Media contact: Virginia Kim, 0407 415 484 
